
Pointers for Door to Door Canvassing. 

 

1. Always maintain a positive attitude.   
If there are leftists out there, they may try to demoralize you.  That’s the bad news.  The 
good news is that conservatives will encourage you. 
The Undecided’s may be guarded of their time, so respect their time and try to do what you 
can to help them make their decision in as convenient a manner (to them) as you can. 
You are providing them with a helping hand. 

2. Go with a buddy.  It will make you feel more confident, and you can support and interact 
with each other.  One can act as the primary talker, focusing on the citizen.  The other than 
make notes and hand out any materials to be left behind. 

3. Dress acceptably – look like someone the people you are going to talk to, would be 
comfortable talking with. 

4. Never enter anyone’s house. 
5. Treat everyone with respect and dignity.  You are representing a respectable and respectful 

organization. 
6. Speak in your own words.  Know the script and mind any legal requirements, but speak 

comfortably in your own way.  
7. Be sure to listen: 

a. If they are militantly Liberal, don’t argue.  Nobody wins a vote by arguing.  
Acknowledge their right to have a different opinion, thank them for their time and 
move on.   

b. If they are Undecided, try to find out on what basis they will make their decision, and 
make a note to follow-up if we can provide the appropriate kind of information.  
Hand them a handout for Undecided’s, if provided and move on. 

c. If they are Conservative, hand them a handout for the conservative base (should 
include website address), if provided.  Record their contact information (esp. email 
address) if they want to be on the email distribution list, and move on.  If you are 
working the precinct as part of a political campaign, find out what bumper stickers, 
signs, etc. they may want, and ask if they want you to accept a check as a 
contribution to the campaign.   

d. If they want to joint us as a Volunteer be sure to get their email address or other 
contact information.  Invite them to a scheduled conservative event, such as our 
breakfasts on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month.  Hand them the handout for 
the conservative base, encourage them to check our website frequently for 
information, and move on. 

8. Don’t get bogged down in long-winded discussions.  You have a route to work and can’t 
spend more than 10-15 minutes (max) per contact.  Liberals may try to sabotage your efforts 
by burning up your time in pointless discussions; Conservatives may be so glad you’re doing 
what you’re doing that they won’t want you to go.  But you must. 



9. Always leave with a Thank You.  You want to be remembered as a “nice” person.   
10. Fill out the paperwork after each contact.  Don’t try to wait to record results after several 

contacts, you’ll get mixed up.  The most important part is to record attitudes; Liberal, 
Undecided, Conservative or Conservative-Volunteer, especially the latter.  This is the 
information you would use for a Get Out The Vote (GOTV) effort to mobilize supporters. 

11. Make sure to follow-up on all requests for information from the people you’ve contacted.  
Be certain to fulfill any commitments.  Be sure to pass along information about new 
volunteers ASAP. 

12. Keep track of the number of households you are covering per hour, and the amount of time 
you spend at each household where you actually talk to someone.  This will help you 
estimate the time it will take to work a precinct and schedule your work if needed. 

13. Finish each route in the same day you begin it if you can, so that you have a sense of 
accomplishment and progress.  If you can’t, try to set schedule the time you need to finish it 
up, and then work that schedule.  When done, offer to help your buddy work his/her 
precinct. 

14. Keep a copy of the walking list and all notes for yourself, especially if you intend to continue 
playing a grassroots organizer role in the precinct.  If requested, return a copy to the person 
who organized the precinct walking effort.  At the minimum, be sure to provide the 
organizer a list of all people who expressed an interest in becoming a volunteer or 
contributor, with their contact information. 

15. When you’re done, reward yourself for a job well done.  You have brought grassroots 
organizing to the precinct level.  You have just performed the “legwork” that provides the 
intelligence needed for a GOTV effort, and can speak for your precinct with a basis of 
knowledge that cannot be achieved without going door-to-door.   

16. Consider applying with your local political party organization to become the official precinct 
captain or committee person for that precinct, if you are not already. 


