
Instructions for Door to Door Canvassing. 

 

1. Obtain your poll worker materials 
2. Print a copy of your walking list and any other materials (esp. if emailed or downloaded from 

web) 
3. Review and understand all materials 

a. Familiarize yourself with the script. 
b. Recording each respondent’s “attitude” on the Walking list 
c. Recording contact info for “Volunteers” or follow-up/commitments 
d. Know and understand the “pointers” for precinct walkers 

4. Pair up with a buddy 
a. One person acts as “talker”, the other as “scribe”/handout giver. 
b. Finish one precinct, and then work your buddy’s precinct. 

5. Work one side of the street (odd or even) going one way, then the other side of the street 
(even or odd) coming back, rather than crisscrossing 

6. Try to stay within 2 blocks of your car in case of bad weather or an emergency; move it as 
needed. 

7. Keep a charged cell phone on you in case someone needs to reach you … or vice versa. 
8. Let the organizer know your status at the end of the day (pref. email to ………..) 
9. If it will take you more than one session to complete your precinct, estimate the time needed 

and when you think you will be able to complete it … again, let the organizer know.  You 
will want to know so that you can schedule your effort and get the job done. 

10. If something comes up that you can’t handle, call your organizer on cell phone ………..). 
11. Keep your note taking current; don’t go on to the next house without recording the 

responses from the person to whom you were just speaking. 
12. If you find a house that is not on the walking list, it is probably because nobody in the house 

is registered to vote.  Talk to them, and unless they are liberals try to get them registered.  If 
your organizer did not provide you materials for doing that, make a note of the address and 
plan to follow-up to get them registered.  People tend to vote in alignment with the people 
who helped them register. 

13. When you are done working the precinct, be sure to communicate to the organizer that the 
precinct has been completed, and forward a list of the contact info of all new volunteers or 
potential contributors to the organizer.  Make a copy of the Walking Lists with your notes 
on it and return it to the organizer at your earliest convenience.   

14. Keep a copy of the marked up (with your canvassing notes) walking list for your own use 
15. Staple a copy of the script to your marked up walking list so that you know the questions to 

which the people you talked to answered. 
16. Consider applying for recognition as the official precinct captain or committee person from 

the local political party.  
 



 


