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Action for Activists
by John F. McManus, President, The John Birch Society

The John Birch Society exists to protect God-given 
rights and freedoms and to insure continuation of inde-
pendence for our nation. During 50 years, the Society has 
built an organization where patriotic Americans can enlist 
fellow Americans in our education and action program. 
Not just education, of course. Everyone knows that action 
must accompany the education or frustration and failure 
will be the result.

We have listed the types of action members have car-
ried out over the past five decades. It is these deeds that 
have led to many victories and partial successes. It is 
effort of these kinds by members all across the nation that 
has achieved significant victories and will lead to ultimate 
victory. Action is what attracts increasingly concerned 
fellow Americans into our ranks.

Be Informed; Inform Others
It is a responsibility of JBS members to be informed 

so that every one of us can inform and stimulate oth-
ers. Read each issue of the JBS Bulletin and The New 
American for up-to-date reports and analysis about the 
key issues. Then, spread your awareness to others.

Members should always be thinking about sharing 
what we know coupled with solutions to the many prob-
lems. Doing so leads to new members. Especially should 
members share copies of The New American. Some have 
already signed up for the Standing Order Subscription 
Program enabling them to receive for six months five 
copies of each issue for a total of only $78.50. The maga-
zine is a great way to inform others about key issues.

This could be a chapter project, or a project for more 
than one member.  

Distribute DVDs
Members throughout the nation purchase and distrib-

ute our DVDs to friends, relatives, co-workers, neighbors, 
strangers, and acquaintances. Always, they have let the 
recipients know — by word or a brief note — who has 
shared this important information and how more can be 
obtained.  DVDs currently recommended include Dollars 
& $ense; Overview Of America; Man, Freedom and 
Government; Brushfires of Freedom; and others. 25 for 
$20.00; 100 for $70.00; mix and match.

Many members have already found out that the infor-
mation contained in these programs stimulates recipients 
to ask how they can get more copies; how they can help 
to solve the problem portrayed; and whether there are 
similar DVDs addressing other topics.

Target Opinion Molders
Every city, town, and community has opinion mold-

ers. These are the individuals who get things done and 
who are customarily respected by all. Among them are 
the business and professional leaders as well as local 
officials.

It is these persons members should get to know, begin 
to influence, and enlist in campaigns to reverse the harm-
ful trends on which our nation has been placed.

Select a minimum of 10 such opinion molders and 
start regularly providing them with pamphlets, DVDs, 
flyers, and letters. Never present a problem without offer-
ing a solution.

Follow Your Money  
Everyone spends money in the community. Make a 

list of those with whom you do business: doctor, lawyer, 
dentist, accountant, clergyman, grocer, pharmacist, gas 
station owner/operator, banker, insurance agent, hard-
ware store proprietor, restaurant owner, et al. Begin a 
campaign to use your influence with those you deal with. 
They rely on you for their livelihood. Get in the habit of 
having them rely on you for direction on how to save our 
country.

Write Letters
There are three kinds of letters that a good member 

will generate.    
 1. Letters to the Editor. Especially send letters to 
area weeklies and small daily publications. Letters to the 
editor columns are always the most well-read portions 
of newspapers. If your letter mentions an elected official 
(praise or otherwise), make sure you send that official a 

photocopy of a portion of the actual page in the publica-
tion along with your additional comments.
 2. Responses to letters to the editor. Watch the 
letters-to-the-editor column for the opportunity to send 
your response to someone else who has written one.  
 3. Letters to elected officials. Send letters to elected 
officials at federal, state, and community levels by the 
postal service or through email. If you want better repre-
sentation, you have to work for it. Your letters, email, or 
phone calls will help.

Fairs, Gun Shows, Parades
Any member or group of members can set up a JBS 

booth at a county fair, street fair, gun show, and other 
possible sites.

Members should take advantage of the exposure JBS 
can obtain by arranging to have JBS participate with a 
float or a large sign in a parade.

Speaking Events
Help to bring a JBS speaker to your community. 

When a speaker is scheduled, help to get an audience 
by bringing others to the event. Join in the campaign to 
sell tickets; sign up advertisers for the event’s program; 
assist in any way to make the event a success. Above all 
consider it a measure of your commitment to the Society 
to attend.

Monitor Local Talk Shows
When possible, call area talk shows to provide infor-

mation, correct nonsense from the host or from callers, 
and direct listeners to good information sources (The 
New American, a book, a pamphlet). Raise questions for 
the host and audience to ponder. Offer JBS spokesmen as 
guests. Work with Public Relations Manager Bill Hahn to 
arrange possible guest appearances.

Distribute “Freedom Index”
Each time The New American publishes the voting 

records of congressional representatives and senators, 
make copies and share with others. Very few Americans 
know how their representative and two senators are 
voting. Most would like to know. Other than The New 
American, finding this information is next to impossible. 
Many fellow citizens will thank you for this informa-
tion.  

Get Involved Politically  
Political parties at the local level are always looking 

for members. Attend some meetings and, where possible, 
join the county or precinct group where you will have the 
opportunity to influence politically minded individuals. 
Any political activity, of course, must never be conducted 
in the name of the Society.

Respond to Internet Action Alerts and Bulletin Action 
Summaries

Our headquarters sends out a steady stream of Action 
Alerts. These should be acted upon swiftly by all mem-
bers. In addition, the monthly JBS Bulletin offers an 
Action Summary after many of its entries. These too 
should be acted upon swiftly.

 
Take Advantage of Publicly Available Venues

Most community libraries make small meeting rooms 
available for public use. As a citizen in your community, 
you are eligible to take advantage of this free space for 
video showings, DVD showings, and gatherings to dis-
cuss books, etc. In many locales, equipment is available 
to show a video or DVD. You could start a regularly 
scheduled forum for interested citizens. The local weekly 
or daily newspaper would likely publicize your effort if 
you provide information about your forum. A good name 
for such a forum would be “Blankville Constitution 
Study Forum.”

Meet Your Federal Representatives
Most congressmen (and some senators) schedule vis-

its to their districts in what are usually called “town hall 
meetings.” Attend and congratulate your representative 
for something he or she has done right, or ask questions 
about his or her performance in Washington. Make a 

point of visiting and getting to know the personnel at 
your representative’s and senators’ district office. Share 
pertinent information with these individuals.

Meet Your State Representatives
Get to know who represents you at the state level. 

Introduce your state representative and senator to the 
growing number of resolutions opposing federal activity 
that are being considered and passed by state legisla-
tures. Informing your state legislators will produce large 
dividends. The Legislative Action Center on our JBS.
org website now provides the mechanism for easy email 
communication with state legislators as well as federal 
legislators.

Attend Local Government Meetings/Hearings
Your attendance at local government meetings — such 

as city council, county boards, school boards, etc. — can 
play a vital role in monitoring what is happening and 
educating local officials. Never be confrontational while 
you provide information for these individuals.

Distribute Pamphlets and Reprints
When JBS headquarters creates a new pamphlet or 

reprints an article from The New American, timely dis-
tribution is essential. As a JBS member, you are part of a 
nationwide team. Your effort in distributing any pamphlet 
or reprint is greatly magnified when other members 
across the nation are following the same course. And your 
effort helps them. Always remember that participation of 
all members of the team increases the effectiveness of any 
campaign. Don’t let the team down.

Especially take advantage of information provided 
in The New American that will be of interest to specific 
area residents. When an article about the medical field 
appears, make sure area doctors get a copy.

Read Recommended Books; Give Report at Chapter 
Meeting

JBS members should constantly be upgrading their 
knowledge and understanding. When a new book is 
recommended, all are urged to obtain it and read it. 
Remember: “Those who will not read have no advantage 
over those who cannot read.”

    
Recruit New Members

History is made by the dedicated few. Already sub-
stantial, JBS still needs more members. Every member 
should be constantly on the lookout for prospects. 
Frequently, the best prospect is someone in the communi-
ty who is already an activist — and it doesn’t matter what 
that person’s activity entails. Some of our best members 
are former leftists who, when shown the full story that 
JBS can provide, became excellent members. For those 
computer-savvy members, the JBS Community is a great 
place to find like-minded people.

Combat Leftist and Globalist Campaigns
When global-warming enthusiasts, United Nations 

lovers, or individuals promoting some dangerous pro-
gram appear in your community, make sure they receive 
opposition from you and other members. Attend their 
functions; ask pertinent questions; and share JBS material 
with attendees.

Planning and Follow Up
Plan your activities as part of your local chapter (or 

your group working toward forming a chapter). Many 
voices and hands involved in some endeavor create a 
synergy in the community that leads to success because 
of the presence and thoughts of numerous public spirited 
citizens concerned about the same issue (or issues). Any 
book, reprint, or DVD can form the basis for a plan to 
educate a specific segment of your community. Overview 
Of America, for instance, can be sent to all history and 
civics teachers in your area. The Dollars & $ense DVD 
can be sent to persons in the financial community: stock 
brokers, bankers, financial advisers, insurance agents, et 
al. Follow up to any education or action effort is para-
mount if the harvest is going to be reaped. ■


